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Ȱ-ÁÎÙ ÈÏÍÅÏ×ÎÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÎÔÅÒÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÒÁÄÅÄ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÖÅÌÙ 
high housing costs for high transportation costs in their 
ÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÏÆ ÁÆÆÏÒÄÁÂÌÅ ÈÏÕÓÉÎÇȣ×ÈÉÌÅ ÈÏÕÓÉÎÇ ÃÏÓÔÓ ÉÎ 
distant suburban locations may be lower, transportation 
costs are higher, and the combination of housing and 
transportation costs now averages 57 percent of income 
ÆÏÒ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓ ÉÎ ÍÅÔÒÏÐÏÌÉÔÁÎ ÁÒÅÁÓȢȱ
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- HUD Secretary Shaun Donovan
Testimony before the before the Subcommittee on 
Transportation, Housing and Urban Development, and 
Related Agencies
March  18, 2009



The need: more information on the 
cost of living
·The lack of a reliable, standardized source of 

information on transportation costs distorts the 
housing market

·Second-biggest HH budget line (and exceeds housing 
costs for many lower-income and rural families)

·Inverse relationship with housing costs, both tied to 
location and demographic characteristics

·The lack data inhibits consumer decision-making
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The need: more information on the 
cost of living
·Consequences of undervaluing transportation costs

·People choose to move farther from urban cores in 
search of less expensive housing but may not achieve 
more affordability because of high transportation costs; 
leads to sprawl in the aggregate

·Government programs and policies that attempt to 
address housing affordability do not take transportation 
costs into account
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