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SUSTAINABILITY FRAMEWORK & CERTIFICATION PROGRAM
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PROGRESS IN OBJECTIVES MEASURED 
BY OUTCOMES & ACTIONS

GOALS
Example: Built Environment

OBJECTIVES
Example: Housing Affordability

OUTCOME MEASURES
Example: Demonstrate that 10% of units built 
are dedicated as subsidized affordable housing

ACTION MEASURES
Example: Require, incentivize, or 

subsidize creation of affordable housing

BROAD SUSTAINABILITY THEMES WITH 

COMMUNITY-LEVEL ASPIRATIONS

SUBCATEGORIES THAT MOVE THE 

COMMUNITY TOWARD THE GOAL



Year*

% of Residents within a 
Walkable1/4 Mile of a 
Healthful Food Retail 

Outlet

2010 25.00%

2011 30.00%

2012 40.00%

2013 45.00%

2014 55.00%

2015 60.00%

COLLECT: Spatial, Quantitative, or Qualitative

REPORT: Online Reporting Tool & Public Platform



5-STAR Community

Á Baltimore, MD Á Cambridge, MA Á Northampton, MA Á Seattle, WA

4-STAR Community

Á Austin, TX Á Davenport, IA Á Las Vegas, NV Á Raleigh, NC

Á Boise, ID Á Dubuque, IA Á Louisville, KY Á Steamboat Springs, 

CO

Á Broward County, 

FL

Á Evanston, IL Á Memphis, TN Á Tacoma, WA

Á Burlington, VT Á Henderson, NV Á Plano, TX Á Tucson, AZ

Á Columbus, OH Á Iowa City, IA Á Portland, OR Á Washington, DC

3-STAR Community

Á Abington, PA Á Charles City, IA Á Indianapolis, IN Á Reading, PA

Á Albany, NY Á Cleveland, OH Á Las Cruces, NM Á Riverside, CA

Á Atlanta, GA Á Des Moines, IA Á Lee County, FL Á Rosemount, MN

Á Beaverton, OR Á El Cerrito, CA Á Monroe County, 

FL

Á Saint Louis, MO

Á Birmingham, AL Á Fayetteville, AR Á Palm Bay, FL Á San Antonio, TX

Á Blue Island, IL Á Fort Collins, CO Á Park Forest, IL Á Wichita, KS

Certified STAR Communities
More than 50 US cities and counties have received a STAR Community Rating



HOW ARE COMMUNITIES USING THEIR 

STAR DATA TO DRIVE CHANGE?



ESTABLISH A BASELINE
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STA R Cer t if icat ion  Result s Repor t  

 
City of Iowa City, IA 

Certified 4-STAR Community 
March 2016 



ENGAGE EMPLOYEES & THE PUBLIC



ADDRESS GAPS & PRIORTIZE INVESTMENT


